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Dear Editor,

Your recent article "Concern over traffic fatality rate" by Christine Armario is aptly
titled. I am extremely concerned about this horrific problem. That is why when I became
Police Commissioner I directed police officers to concern themselves with the quality of
the traffic tickets they issue rather than quantity. The expectation of the Suffolk County
Police Department now is that its officers focus on writing tickets for violations that cause
crashes and endanger all of us.

Your article correctly points out that last year we wrote 5% fewer tickets than we
did in the year before, but additional information should be included. The number of fatal
crashes within the Police District in 2005 was an unacceptable 123, resulting in the death
of 132 people. However, in 2000, we had 140 fatal crashes in which 151 persons lost their
lives. This represents a 12% reduction in fatal crashes, and 13% fewer people killed. This
reduction has been achieved in spite of the fact that the number of licensed drivers has
increased by approximately 50,000 motorists since 2000. Nevertheless, any fatal accident
is unacceptable.

We all drive in Suffolk County, and we know that much work is still needed to make
our roadways safer. I want to assure the public that their officers are working diligently to
reduce the carnage on our roadways. Your readers should know that the Suffolk County
Police Department is committed to improving the safety of our roadways.
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